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Method and Apparatus for Creating a Multi- 
Panel Video Display Unit Gaming Device 

TECHNICAL FIELD 
This invention relates in general to a method for creating a multi-panel video display 
unit gaming device, and more particularly to a method and apparatus for creating a computer 
generated video display based gaming device having a plurality of display unit in which 
gaming images, advertisements, and announcements are displayed to a player of the gaming 
device. 

BACKGROUND 

With the development of computing systems that incorporate multi media 
capabilities, gaming systems that provide entertainment 'to players and also offer 
opportunities to place wagers on the outcome of the games have become prevalent. Users of 
these gaming systems are constantly faced with a desire to both attract players interest in a 
particular gaming device as well as keep the attention of players so that the players continue 
to make wagers using the gaming device. 

The owners of gaming systems typically operate gambling sessions and 
establishments such as casinos that also offer other attractions such as restaurants, retail 
establishments, and live entertainment venues. These establishments desire that the players 
of the gaming systems also patronize these other attractions. Multi media based computing 
systems offer operators of these establishments with capability to serve both of the above 
needs within a single gaming system. 
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In the past, video based gaming systems typically did not present video based 
information to players other than video and information associated with the playing of the 
particular game. This fact meant that establishments needed to use additional efforts to 
advertise and entice players to both play the games and to patronize the other attractions. 
This arrangement was an inefficient use of video display devices within video based gaming 
systems. As such a need existed to create gaming systems capable simultaneously displaying 
video images that both present a game and entice players to play a game as well as present 
advertisements and other announcements used to promote other attractions within a casino. 

SUMMARY 

To overcome the limitations in the prior art described above, and to overcome other 
limitations that will become apparent upon reading and understanding the present 
specification, the present invention discloses a multi-panel gaming device permits a player to 
operate a video-based game over two or more video display devices. 

A system in accordance with the principles of the present invention includes a multi- 
panel gaming device permits a player to operate a video-based game. The gaming system has 
a programmable computing system enclosed within a computer enclosure having a top side 
and a back side. The gaming system also has a player wager and prize unit having a plurality 
of input and output devices relating to accepting wagers from the player and paying winnings 
to the player, the input and output devices are enclosed within the wager and prize unit. 

The gaming system uses a pair of vertical support members extending upward from 
the top side of the computer enclosure. These support members are located on either side of 
a plurality of video display devices and hold the sequence of video display devices in a 

Page 2 

Innovative Gaming Corp. of America 
Patent Application 



vertical column. A player stands or sits in front of the rising sequence of video display 
devices to play the gaming system such that the player may easily view the sequence of 
images presented upon the display devices while operating the gaming system. The gaming 
system has two or more player display devices for presenting video images and audio sounds 
generated by the programmable computing system to the player. 

Other embodiments of a system in accordance with the principles of the invention 
may include alternative or optional additional aspects. These and various other advantages 
and features of novelty which characterize the invention are pointed out with particularity in the 
claims annexed hereto and form a part hereof. However, for a better understanding of the 
invention, its advantages, and the objects obtained by its use, reference should be made to the 
drawings which form a further part hereof, and to accompanying descriptive matter, in which 
there are illustrated and described specific examples of an apparatus in accordance with the 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Referring now to the drawings in which like reference numbers represent 
corresponding parts throughout: 

Fig. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel 
gaming device according to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 illustrates a front view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 
device according to the present invention. 

Fig. 3 illustrates a top view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 
device according to the present invention. 
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Fig. 4 illustrates a front view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 
device illustrating the modular design of the gaming device having a computer enclosure and 
display unit and a wager and prize unit according to the present invention. 

Fig. 5 illustrates a perspective view of a two-panel embodiment of a multi-panel 
gaming device according to the present invention. 

Fig. 6 illustrates a front view of a two-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 
device according to the present invention. 

Fig. 7 illustrates a top view of a two-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 

device according to the present invention. 

Fig. 8 illustrates a front view of a two-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 
device illustrating the modular design of the gaming device having a computer enclosure and 
display unit and a wager and prize unit according to the present invention. 

Fig. 9 illustrates a perspective view of the wager and prize unit having a coin return 
hopper according to another embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 10 illustrates a computing system used to generate the video images displayed 
upon the video display devices according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 1 1 illustrates a set of software modules executing within a computing system 
used to generate the video images displayed upon the video display devices according to 
another embodiment of the present invention. 

DRTATLED DESCRIPTION 
In the following description of the exemplary embodiment, reference is made to the 
accompanying drawings which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of 
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illustration the specific embodiment in which the invention may be practiced. It is to be 
understood that other embodiments may be utilized as structural changes may be made 
without departing from the scope of the present invention. 

The present invention provides an apparatus for creating a computer generated video 
5 display based gaming device having a plurality of display unit in which gaming images, 
advertisements, and announcements are displayed to a player of the gaming device. 

Fig. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel 
gaming device according to the present invention. The multi-panel gaming device permits a 
player to operate a video-based game. The gaming system has a programmable computing 
10 system 110 enclosed within a computer enclosure 10 having a top side 22 and a back side 21. 
The gaming system also has a separate player wager and prize unit 11 having a plurality of 
input and output devices relating to accepting wagers from the player and paying winnings to 
the player, the input and output devices 23-25 are enclosed within the wager and prize unit 
11. 

15 The gaming system uses a pair of vertical support members 31-32 extending upward 

from the top side 22 of the computer enclosure 10. These support members are located on 
either side of a plurality of video display devices 41-43 and hold the sequence of video 
display devices 41-43 in a vertical column. A player stands or sits in front of the rising 
sequence of video display devices 41-43 to play the gaming system such that the player may 

20 easily view the sequence of images presented upon the display devices 41-43 while operating 
the gaming system. 
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The gaming system has two or more player display devices for presenting video 
images and audio sounds generated by the programmable computing system to the player. 
The video display devices 41-43 have both a pair of vertical edges and a pair of horizontal 
edges. The display devices 41-43 are coupled to the pair of vertical support members 31-32 
5 about the vertical edges 6 1 of the video display devices. 

The computer enclosure 1 0 and the wager and prize unit 1 1 are separate units 
electrically connected by a communication cable in order to permit the wager and prize unit 
1 1 to be easily be connected and disconnected from the computer enclosure 10. 

Fig. 2 illustrates a front view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 

i 10 device according to the present invention. In the example embodiment, a plurality of user 

01 

f' input devices 71-76 are located upon the computer enclosure. These input devices 71-76 

S permit a player to provide input commands and signals to the gaming system in order to 

J' initiate the playing of a game, to provide inputs needed to operate the game, and to accept 

P other operating instructions from a player. 

%»% 

| 15 The gaming system has a programmable computing system 110 within the computer 

enclosure 10 that includes one or more concurrently operating software modules. These 
software modules generate a sequence of video images stored within a video interface 
modules for display upon the each of the video display devices 41-43. The sequence of video 
images correspond to video images used to display games images presenting the operation of 
20 the game to the player. The sequence of video images also correspond to video images used 
to display advertisements and announcements. The game images are displayed upon 
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different video display devices 41-43 from video display devices displaying the 
advertisements and announcements. 

Fig. 3 illustrates a top view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 
device according to the present invention. In one embodiment, the plurality of user input 
devices 71-76 located upon the computer enclosure consist of a set of individual input 
buttons. A player will depress a button corresponding to a desired input to start, to operate, 
and to end a game. One skilled in the art will recognize other user input devices such as a 
keyboard, a trackball, and other computer user pointing and input devices may be used in 
place of these buttons 71-71 without deviating from the spirit and scope of the present 
invention recited within the attached claims. 

Fig. 4 illustrates a front view of a three-panel embodiment of a multi-panel gaming 
device illustrating the modular design of the gaming device having a computer enclosure and 
display unit and a wager and prize unit according to the present invention. The computer 
enclosure 10 and the wager and prize unit 1 1 are constructed from two separate units. These 
units are coupled together to form the gaming system used by a player. Such a construction 
permits a computer enclosure 10 and its computing system to be used in one embodiment 
where wager on the outcome of a play of a game are permitted. This same enclosure 10 and 
computing system 1 10 may also be easily reconfigured to use only tokens and award prize 
tickets in place of currency when the placement of a wager is not permitted simply by 
replacing one version of the wager and prize unit 1 1 for a second version of the wager and 
prize unit 1 1 . 
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Figs. 5-8 illustrates a set of views of a two-panel embodiment of a multi-panel 
gaming device according to the present invention. The gaming system may be constructed 
using any number of video display units 41-42 arranged in a vertical arc that permits a player 
to simultaneously view each of the video display units 41-42. The same games may be 
played upon the various embodiments of the gaming system. In some cases, a game will use 
just one video display 41. In such a case, the other displays, if present, may be used for 
advertisements, announcements, and other sequences of video images designed to obtain and 
keep the interest of game players. In other embodiments, a game may display sequences of 
video images upon two or more video display units 41-43. In such cases, the advertisements, 
announcements, and other sequences of video images may still be displayed upon any video 
display unit in which game related images are not being displayed. 

The distinction between video display units used to display game related images and 
video display units used to display other images applies to all multi-panel gaming system 
regardless of how many video display units are present in the system. If a particular game 
uses all of the video display units 41-43 present in the system, the advertisements, 
announcements, and other sequences of video images may still be displayed upon the video 
display units when a player is not actively using the system. 

Fig. 9 illustrates a perspective view of the wager and prize unit having a coin return 
hopper according to another embodiment of the present invention. In embodiments in which 
wagering is permitted, the wager and prize unit 1 1 typically includes a bill, coin/token or 
credit card input device 23-24 that allows a player to add currency to a currently active 
banked amount. The wager and prize unit 1 1 also has a coin return hopper 25 that permits 
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winnings in the form of coins, tokens, and similar items of value to be returned by the 
gaming system when a player has won an outcome of a game. This hopper 25 may return the 
winnings after the end of each game outcome. This hopper 25 may also maintain a banked 
amount within the computing system 1 10 to which winnings are added and from which 
wagers are deducted. In the latter embodiment, the hopper 25 returns winnings to a player 
when instructed by a player at the conclusion of a session of plays of the game. 

Fig. 10 illustrates a computing system used to generate the video images displayed 
upon the video display devices according to one embodiment of the present invention. The 
system includes a computing system 1 10, a player wager interface device module 120, and a 
plurality of video display devices 101-103. The computing system 110 is a programmable 
computer having a programmable processing module 1 14, a mass storage interface module 
115 connected to a mass storage device 135, an HOB interface module, and a video interface 
module 111-113 corresponding to each of the video display devices in the present 
embodiment of the system. 

The computing system is constructed using a personal computer or similar 
industry standard computing system. The processing modules may be constructed using a 
microprocessor such as ones manufactured by Intel or Motorola. The mass storage devices 
may be any memory device capable of storing computer readable data and programs for use 
by the gaming system. In a preferred embodiment, the mass storage device is a CD-ROM 
drive and its corresponding interface module needed to connect the storage device 135 to the 
processing module 1 14 over a system bus. The technical description of a CD-ROM based 
mass storage system may be found in detail in a co-pending U.S. Patent Application, entitled, 
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System and Method for Verifying the Contents of a Mass Storage Device B efore Granting 
Access to Computer Readable Data Stored on the Device , Serial No. 09/396,821, filed 
September 14, 1999, which is concurrently assigned with the present application and is 
incorporated by reference in its entirety herein. 

The HOB module provides a programmable interface to the wager and prize unit 1 1 
and the player interface modules contained therein. These modules include a bill/coin 
acceptor module 121, a credit card acceptor, 122, a hopper, 123 and a player I/O module. 
The technical description of these computer controlled gaming machines may be found in 
detail in co-pending U.S. Patent Application, entitled. Method and Apparatus for Providing a 
Compartmentalized Game Instruction Architecture within a Gaming Machine , Serial No. 
09/396,190, filed September 14, 1999, that is commonly assigned and is incorporated by 
reference in its entirety herein, and in co-pending U.S. Patent Application, entitled, System 
and Method of Distributing Casino Games, Employing Platform Independ ent Programming 
and Common Communications Protocols , Serial No. 60/153,718, filed September 14, 1999, 
which is also concurrently filed with the present application and is also incorporated by 
reference in its entirety herein. 

Fig. 1 1 illustrates a set of software modules executing within a computing system 
used to generate the video images displayed upon the video display devices according to 
another embodiment of the present invention. The software consists of an operating system 
201, display device drivers 212, and wager interface device drivers 21 1 . These modules 
together provide the basis operation of the computing system. 
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The software in the computing system includes game specific modules that are used 
to implement games and related images and gaming machine modules that are used to 
interface the gaming modules with the hardware devices and their supporting driver 
modules.. The game specific modules include player game interaction modules 231, gaming 
modules 232 and advertisement and announcement display modules 233. The gaming 
machine modules video image generation modules, audio sound generation modules, and 
player wager interface modules. 

The software for one such gaming system is disclosed within U.S. Patent Application, 
entitled, System and Meth od of Distributing Casino Games, Employing Platform 
5 nde J 3e^ Serial No. 60/153,718, 

filed September 14, 1999, which is also concurrently assigned with the present application 
and is also incorporated by reference in its entirety herein, and 

The foregoing description of the exemplary embodiment of the invention has been 
presented for the purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive 
or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed. Many modifications and variations are 
possible in light of the above teaching. It is intended that the scope of the invention be 
limited not with this detailed description, but rather by the claims appended hereto. 
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